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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media CONTACT: Rick Manore  734 231-7941  svengali@chartermi.net 

StarWorks CONTACT: Marlena Studer 734-216-4443  marlena@solterrawine.com 

StarWorks Cellars, a California winery owned by Studer Enterprises, announces a new addition to the Heart of a Champion wine portfolio and several events in the upcoming 2009 football season.  Studer Enterprises is the company responsible for creating last year’s successful celebrity wine, “Bo Schembechler Merlot.”  This year, Cathy Schembechler selected a Sauvignon Blanc to add to the “BO” collector series because it was one of the varietals she and Bo often enjoyed together.  The fall 2009 football season will be marked with festivities to commemorate the 40th anniversary of Bo Schembechler’s arrival at the University of Michigan in 1969.   In August of 2009, the second annual “Heart of a Champion Collector’s Series” of Bo wine will be released, with two proprietary blends,“Bo Merlot” and “Bo Blanc”.  This fall’s tailgate events, wine-tastings, and retail outlets will be shared with fans on the new Bo Schembechler wine website, www.BoWines.com  

“Bo Blanc” will retail at $16.99

“Bo Merlot   will retail at  $19.69

-The 2009 Bo Schembechler Sauvignon Blanc will be available in stores, including Kroger and Busch’s August 21st, 2009.

*EVENT# 1- 40th Anniversary Kickoff / Tailgate Party, Saturday, September 5th  - The Kroger Supermarket parking lot at 1919 Industrial Street in Ann Arbor, before the game with Western Michigan University. 

The party commences at 11AM and will continue until kickoff, approximately 3:00.

*EVENT# 2- Tailgate Party & Pig-Roast on, Saturday, Sept. 12 at the Busch's 

parking lot at 2240 S Main St. in Ann Arbor before the Notre Dame game.

The party commences at 11AM and will continue until kickoff, approximately 3:00pm.
*EVENT #3:  Tailgate Party, Saturday, Sept. 26, at the Plum Market parking lot on N. Maple in Ann Arbor before the Indiana game.

The party commences at 9am and will continue until kickoff, approximately 12noon.
In August of 2008, Bo’s widow, Cathy Schembechler invited Studer Enterprises to create a Bo Schembechler wine in an effort to raise money for the University of Michigan Cardiovascular Center’s “Heart of a Champion” fund.  Cathy generously donated all royalties - $2 for every bottle sold in 2008 – to the U of M Cardiovascular Center.   It was Bo's wish to raise money to support the Center, which provided the care that extended his vibrant life for several decades after his first heart attack.  According to research, drinking wine in moderation has been found to promote a healthy cardio-vascular system. Thus, a “Bo” wine label that champions cardiovascular research is fitting.  Cathy’s desire to commission a wine in Bo’s name was also motivated by the fact that she and Bo shared many wonderful memories visiting wineries and enjoying special bottles of wine together.  Because Bo liked Merlot (which he pronounced by sounding out the “t”), the choice for last year’s “Bo” wine was a California Merlot, christened, “Bo Merlot”. It sold quickly, as fans of Bo and wine collectors alike - snatched up nearly 22,000 bottles within a couple months of release.  

In the first season’s launch of Bo Merlot, over $43,000 was raised for The U of M Cardio-Vascular Center’s “Heart of a Champion” fund, which was founded in Bo’s name.  This year, with the addition of “Bo Blanc”, the goal is three times that amount.

Bo Schembechler was more than a coach. He was a teacher, a disciplinarian and a leader. The year 1969 represented a modern turning point in University of Michigan Football history, as first-year coach Schembechler led the Wolverines to an upset of the then Number 1 Ohio State Buckeyes and a trip to the Rose Bowl.  As fate would have it, Bo suffered a heart attack on the eve of that Rose Bowl game, but recovered to lead the Wolverines for 20 more years, as a perennial Big Ten powerhouse. Bo succumbed to heart failure in November of 2006 
This year, Studer Enterprises of Ann Arbor, Michigan, will be producing the wine from their new winery - StarWorks Cellars, in Monterey County, California.  The mission of StarWorks Cellars is to create proprietary blends of wine for celebrities who wish to give back to charitable causes. Owner Marlena Studer, a former Sociology professor and U of Michigan alumna, launched her first wine label, Solterra in 2004, which consisted of several Chilean varietals.  Studer formed StarWorks Cellars after the success of Bo Merlot in 2008, and is hoping to secure a Michigan winery license to bottle the 2010 Bo Wine collection in Michigan. 

See more at these links:

http://blog.mlive.com/annarbornews/2008/08/new_bo_wine_as_robust_as_the_m.html
Ann Arbor News

www.solterrawine.com 

www.BoWines.com
Studer Enterprises / StarWorks

911 Olivia Ave.

Ann Arbor, MI  48104

734-216-4443

